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Humans were born free, but lost their freedom as history progressed from a “state of Nature” to a “civil society.” Rousseau attempts to remedy the story state of affairs in The Social Contract by identifying the moral and social ills emerging due to civilization. The process of civilization has led to people losing their freedom, because of social and economic inequalities, and dependence (Rousseau, 2018). People have gone to the extent of judging themselves by comparing their statuses with others in society. Although it is not possible to go back to the “state of nature,” people can restore their freedom, be true to who they are, and live together in harmony through politics. 
The problem that the theory tries to solve is how individuals can be free and live together ("Social Contract Theory | Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy", 2020). Rousseau argues that to be free and live together, individuals should submit their rights for collective or general rights. Free and equal individuals, however, have to agree to do so by themselves. The issue that arises then is how individuals can give up their liberty for a collective effort, yet it is what they need for their survival. Rousseau maintains that everyone is made equal and that no one has more might and power to govern others. Therefore, the authority established through a covenant or agreement is the only justified authority. 
Giving up all rights to the community may sound unrealistic as people may be reluctant to lose their security. The contract clauses, however, assure individuals that the agreement seeks to achieve a state of nature where every individual is free and equal. The contract does so by establishing a crucial aspect. Firstly, every individual is giving up their entire rights, and no one gives more or less than the other (Rousseau, 2018).. Therefore, no individual feel superior or inferior to the other. There is no risk of losing security as every individual is protected. 
Also, the contract is regarded as complete as no holds back on anything or can demand more than the other. No individual is allowed to preserve certain rights for themselves. Another feature that supports the benefits of the social contract is just as much as one individual gives into the contract, so does everyone else. The rights that an individual enjoys are the same rights everyone else enjoys. Every individual guided by the contact has the same to gain or lose just like the other and the same security. Although every individual loses their status, it is replaced with a collective and moral body as an act of association.
In conclusion, Rousseau's main aim is to establish a firm foundation on which society can base. Individuals gather their rights and freedom and transfer to a collective body for the good of all. Although everyone loses their rights, they do so to equally gain rights as one people. The people’s wills in the state of nature are channeled towards a general will in an understood and agreed to manner.
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